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The Dreaded Asian Carp
from Wikipedia

There are many species of fish collectively known as Asian
carp. .Most have been cultivated in China for over 1,000
years, but silver carp is native to and cultivated in Vietnam.
Silver carp have become notorious for being easily frightened by boats and personal watercraft, which causes them
to leap high into the air. They can jump up 8 to 10 feet and
have injured numerous boaters. According to the EPA,
“reported injuries include cuts from fins, black eyes, broken
bones, back injuries, and concussions.” This behavior also
has sometimes been attributed to the very similar bighead
carp, but this is untrue. They do not normally jump when
frightened.

ered to be nuisance invasive species. Bighead, silver and
grass carp are known to be well-established in the Mississippi River. These fish are thought to be highly detrimental to the environment in the USA. Because of this, a
national plan for the management and control of Asian
carp was accepted by the National Aquatic Nuisance
Species Task Force in 2007.

There has
been a
dramatic rise
in the populations of bighead and silThe current status of Asian carp in the Great Lakes is as
ver carp in the
follows: A few bighead carp have been captured from
Mississippi
Lake Erie, but there is no evidence that they have reproduced there. No bighead carp have been found in any other River. They
Great Lake. Grass carp have been captured in every Great feed by
filtering
Lake except Superior, but there is no evidence of a reproSilver Carp
plankton from
ducing population. No silver carp or black carp have yet
the water, competing with native species for food and
been found in any Great Lake.
living space. Because of this, they are difficult to capture
In the United States the term “Asian carp” is often used for by normal fishing methods.
(Continued on page 3)
only grass, black, silver and bighead carp. They are consid-

A MESSAGE TO NON-MEMBERS
Every two years or so, we mail an issue of the Pentwater Lake
Association newsletter to non-members in the Pentwater area to
introduce the Association, give some information as to what we are
about, and urge your support of our mission to keep the lake
beautiful and viable for generations to come. There is a membership application on page 9. We hope you will submit it and become
a part of our organization. Any person who loves Pentwater Lake is
eligible to join. You do not need to be a lakefront property owner;
many of our members are not.
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Message from the President
Thank you, Charlotte! With this issue of the Pentwater Lake Association Newsletter, an era comes to a close. After 13 1/2 years and 54 issues, Charlotte Lindstrom
is putting down her well-worn editor pencil. Charlotte, with her cheerful, quiet and
understated manner, has, for all these years, directed the production of an outstanding and ever improving newsletter. It’s our community bulletin, keeping us all
in touch with the comings and goings in our little lakeside community. We don’t
have a replacement yet for Charlotte, and we’re not sure what we are going to do.
If you feel you can help us out, we would love to hear from you. In the meantime,
enjoy this collector’s issue, and be sure to give Charlotte your heartfelt appreciation
the next time you see her.
Speaking of our community bulletin, we are reiterating to all that the Pentwater
Lake Association is a community-wide association, with the only criterion for
membership being “a love for the lake.” Our lake and our community are inseparable, with the health of each inextricably linked. Our membership is involved in everything Pentwater and is a very
active group. Just this year we have participated with the village on the new fishing pier and its landscaping, assisted
the Sheriff’s Department in the acquisition of its new rescue boat headquartered in Pentwater, continued and expanded
our extensive monitoring of Pentwater Lake water quality, helped in the village tree planting project, contributed to the
legal fight to stop the invasion of Asian carp, and (see page 7 in this issue) passed a resolution stating our opposition to
the proposed Aegir wind farm off Pentwater. We also host the annual Strawberry Social on the Village Green that is
synonymous with the Pentwater Homecoming Band Concert and have a great annual dinner meeting every June. We
would like you to ask yourself, if you are not a member of the PLA, why not? We welcome your involvement.
Tom Osborn, President
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Norma Oly
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Janice Siska, Treasurer
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Due$ are Due!
It’s that time of year again. PLA membership dues are $25 for the
2010-2011 year, and it is time to renew your membership. Please
send your check for $25.
If you also want to receive the quarterly Michigan Riparian magazine, you can include its $8 subscription fee in your check by increasing the amount to $33. New members can join by completing
the membership application form on page 9 in this newsletter and
returning it with a check.
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2010 PLA Annual Dinner and Meeting
Friday, June 25, 2010
The PLA annual dinner and meeting will be held on Friday, June 25, 2010. A BYOB social hour
will begin at 6:00 PM followed by dinner at 6:30 PM. The cost for the meal is $16.00 per person.
Tickets may be ordered by mail (see order blank on page 10) and will also be available June 1st
through June 18th from Caroline Denlar 869-2561. Please order your tickets by Friday, June 18th as
this is the cutoff date required by the caterer. It also ensures adequate time for purchase of supplies
and food preparation. We appreciate your cooperation.
St. Vincent’s Church on Sixth Street will again be the location for the dinner and meeting. There
will be a short business meeting followed by a program presented by Clifford H. Bloom, Chairperson of the Riparian (Water Law) Practice Group of Law Weathers in Grand Rapids. His background and expertise in common riparian rights will be of great interest to the members of the Pentwater Lake Association.
We hope to see you there!
Lynne Cavazos, Social Committee Chair

The Dreaded Asian Carp
(Continued from page 1)

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is concerned about the possibility of Asian carp
migrating to the Great Lakes. In 2002, the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers completed an electric fish barrier in the
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, the only aquatic link between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. In November of 2009 carp genetic material was detected beyond the two electric barriers, leaving only a single lock/dam on the
Calumet River between the detected presence and Lake Michigan. Many citizens called for an immediate closing of the
lock, though others doubted that it was feasible to stop shipping traffic.
In the first week of December 2009, the Army Corps made plans to shut down one of the electric barriers for maintenance, and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources responded by dumping 2,200 gallons of the toxin Rotenone
into the canal. While scores of fish were killed, only one carp was found – nearly six miles below the electronic barriers. The fish kill cost $3 million and produced 90 tons of dead fish.
In December 2009 the Michigan State Attorney General filed a lawsuit with the U. S. Supreme Court seeking the immediate closure of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal to keep the Asian Carp out of Lake Michigan. Neighboring Great
Lakes states and the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, which constructed the Canal, are codefendants in the lawsuit. In
response, the Illinois State Attorney General filed a counter-suit requesting that the Court reject Michigan’s claims.
Siding with the State of Illinois, the Illinois Chamber of Commerce and the American Waterways Operators have filed
affidavits arguing that closing the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal would upset the movement of millions of tons of
vital shipments of iron ore, coal, grain and other cargo, totaling more than $1.5 billion a year, and contribute to the loss
of hundreds, perhaps thousands of jobs.
In January 2010 the U. S. Supreme Court rejected the Michigan injunction request. Further steps are being taken by
concerned governmental and citizen groups to pressure Congress to permanently sever the man-made link between the
Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. According to the EPA, this would mean reconfiguring some 70 miles of
canals and rivers and would be a massive undertaking that could not happen quickly. Other options are also being considered, including building another electric barrier and stepping up efforts to find and kill fish that may have slipped
through. The Asian carp are still a major threat to the Great Lakes to which no immediate solution has been found.
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News Around Town . . .
By Lynne Cavazos

Update on Pentwater’s Waste Water Antique Appraisal Fair – A New
Event on the Village Green
Treatment Facility
The owners of Silver Hills Antiques will be sponsoring
an Antique Appraisal Fair on the Village Green in Pentwater on Saturday, July 31, 2010. From 10:00 AM to
3:00 PM, an antique appraiser will be available on site to
appraise antiques for a charge of $5.00 each. The fair
will also
include booths for local dealers who wish to have their
antiques on display for purchase. The booths will be
open to the public from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. If you
Boardwalk Project Needs Funding
have questions or need additional information about the
The Pentwater Downtown Development Authority (PDDA) Antique
Appraisal Fair, please contact Dan Hoekstra (owner of
has submitted grant applications to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment and to Coastal Silver Hills Antique) at (231) 869-5026 or visit the PentZone Management to secure funding for a proposed board- water Chamber Website at www.pentwater.org.
walk that would extend between Charlie’s Marina and Snug
Harbor. If funding can be obtained, the project is projected
to be completed in 2012.
Free Fishing Weekend
The Village of Pentwater is working with the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources and Environment
(MDNRE) to determine what type of wastewater treatment
system will best meet the needs of the Village. A decision
on what direction the village will take is pending and
should be decided in April of 2010.

The Fishing Pier is Ready for Use
The new fishing pier located at
the end of Fourth Street will
be ready for use this spring.
The tentative date to install the
fishing pier is the week of
April 12th. Decisions will be
made about the exact location
of the dingy dock once the
pier is in place and space requirements can be assessed.

New Appearance Ordinance
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has created
a committee to oversee the changes in facades of business
sites within the Village. The committee is currently developing voluntary guidelines for businesses to follow regarding facade types and paint color. A meeting with the committee will be mandatory and linked to acquiring a zoning
permit. The guidelines are not mandatory but the DDA
hopes that businesses will follow the recommendations of
the committee.

Twice a year for two days, families and friends can
enjoy Michigan fishing for free (no fishing license
required). This year the first free weekend was February
13 & 14 and the second will be on June 12 & 13. This
would be a great time to invite friends or family to visit
Pentwater and do a bit of fishing.

Time to Recycle
The Pentwater Recycling Center will be open beginning
April 3, 2010. The Center is open on Wednesdays and
Saturdays from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. The Pentwater
Township Transfer and Recycle Center can be found on
the gravel road to the east of the Trading Post on
Monroe Road.

Community Wide Garage Sale
It will soon be time to get your unused valuables ready
for the community wide garage sale. The Pentwater
Garage Sale will be held on Saturday, June 12, from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join in on the fun as a seller or a
buyer! Maps with locations of the garage sale sites will
be available the day of the event.
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More News Around Town . . .
Wine and Art By the Water
On Sunday, May 16th, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the
Pentwater Yacht Club, the Pentwater Women’s
Club will sponsor their 4th annual wine tasting
and silent auction to raise funds for college
scholarships for Pentwater High School graduates. Tickets are $20 or $25 at the door and are
available at Durand Wine Company or from
Shirley Haidys (869-4377). Join us for fine
wine, delectable hors d’oeuvres and great local art!

Active Wear for Women and Men –
“108 Threads”
A exciting new clothing store featuring active and casual
wear for women and men will be opening in Pentwater the
first week of May. The new store – 108 Threads - owned
by Aleksy Urick and Rebecca McKeown Urick will be
located at 165 S. Hancock next to Durand Wine Company.
The store will carry active, casual lifestyle clothing and
footwear for the family featuring popular brands such as
The Northface, Patagonia, Horny Toad, Prana, Loki,
ExOfficio, Jambu, Ahnu, and UGG. In addition to casual
wear, 108 Threads will carry a selection of water bottles by
Klean Kanteen and SIGG. The store will be open weekends (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday) until Memorial Day
weekend and then will be open 7 days a week. For more
information, please visit the store’s website at
www.108threadsonline.com, or call the Ludington store at
(231) 480-4727.

Annual Strawberry Social
The PLA annual strawberry shortcake social will be held
this year on Thursday, August 12th during the weekend of
Homecoming in Pentwater. This delicious treat will be
sold at the Village Green on
Thursday evening beginning
at 6:00 PM while the crowd
gathers for the special concert
of the combined Village and
Clown Bands kick off of the
annual Homecoming Weekend festivities.

Healthy Snacks available at
“Beach Nut of Pentwater”
Get ready for the opening of a new store in Pentwater
that will tantalize your taste buds and give you options
for healthy snacks. Beach Nut of Pentwater is owned by
Rita Levine and located at 560 S. Hancock directly
across from the Marina and close to Brass Anchor. Rita
opened this new store in Pentwater because she wants
on-the-go travelers, fishing enthusiasts, tourists, and
local residents to have healthy, tasty snacks. Beach Nut
will feature fresh roasted peanuts, Brazil nuts, pecans,
cashews, hazelnuts, pralined almonds and a variety of
types of trail mixes. In addition to nuts, the store will
feature Michigan made candy by Morely, Sanders, and
Koeze, organic and natural peanut butter, and carmel
corn from the Grand Rapids Popcorn Company. You
will also be able to buy fresh brewed flavored coffee
and coffee beans. Gift canisters and baskets are available for special occasions, especially for Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day, and birthdays. Beach Nut of
Pentwater will be open
7 days a week starting
in early April. The
hours are variable depending on the season.

“Pentwater Northern Lights” Opening May 1st in Pentwater Place!!
Work on the new store is progressing and we look forward to a fun and prosperous summer! Pentwater
Northern Lights is proud to have collaborated with several local artists, to showcase their offerings. Among
them are, Cheri Petri , sharing her own beautiful work ,
along with some special pieces from Bert’s Collection!
Paintings by Chris Hammock and a collage of other talented local artists will be making guest appearances as
the summer progresses. New products are coming in
everyday and we are very excited to show them to you!
We hope to see everyone soon, and invite you to enjoy
the wonderful galleries and shopping to be found on
Pentwater Place.
.
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Pentwater's Artist Palette
Our Continuing Series on Pentwater Artists...by Norma Oly

Anyone who knows PLA member Beverly Kelly knows
that she loves weaving baskets and teaching the art as well.
"Basketry or basket making is such a creative process," she
says, "because although several students may choose to
work on the same basketry pattern, each basket really turns
out to be a one-of-a-kind item." That's because students
select the size, shape and color of the reed they want to use
and just by changing one item, each basket will take on its
own design.
Bev uses many pliable and natural materials when teaching
basket weaving classes at the Pentwater Artisan's Center on
Park Street. Huge bags of various colors of flat or curved
reed, sea grasses, pine straw, twine and wooden bases
grace the large open shelves of her classroom. "I love all
the room we have to work in," smiles Bev. Each Thursday
afternoon about a dozen men and women can be seen
weaving totally different types of baskets, large and small,
in the upstairs room of the Center. Most are standing up
while they work, and their beautiful wicker, coiled and
plaited baskets are beginning to take shape in all different
sizes and patterns.
"People have been creating baskets for centuries," Bev explained, "and the process is basically the same. Students
begin with a woven or wooden base (holes also have to be
drilled for attaching the reed spokes) and then lay on the
stakes using various materials to weave or fill in the sides.
Edges or rims also have to be finished, and the process can
take three to four hours for a small basket and of course
much, much longer for larger pieces."
Most of her
students do
their basket
weaving as a
hobby, and
that is how
Bev began
over ten years
ago. The
active mother
of two (son
Derek and
Joe Primozich, Gene Jankowski, and Beverly Kelly
daughter Tara)
at the Artisan Center
and grandmother of four boys had been busy setting up a day treatment program for severely emotional impaired students,
"and that is when I decided that I definitely needed a new

outlet!" she stated with a grin. It was at a staff event that
she first met juried artist and basketmaker, Rita Hogan, and
Bev began taking classes from her once each week. "I still
have over sixty baskets that I have kept," she says, and
with a smile continues, "but I have a special attachment to
each one and I have a hard time selling them." She has
also made many as gifts for family and friends, and has
created doll cradles, square napkin and round roll baskets,
as well as many which she uses for special holidays and
home decorating.
Teaching basketry classes
comes
naturally to
Bev, who recently retired
after thirtyone years as
an educator.
After graduating from Eastern Michigan University, she taught literature and government to middle school students in West Bloomfield and
Dearborn, eventually obtaining her Master's degree in
Learning Disabilities from Oakland University. When husband Dan took a position as a middle school principal in
Flint township, Bev soon followed to teach in the special
education program. Having obtained her endorsement in
teaching the emotionally impaired, she was asked to set up
a new day treatment center for the school district, and basketweaving became her passion.
Although the Kellys were originally from the eastern side
of the state, they have been coming to Ludington and the
lake shore area during summer vacations since their children were small. "We'd take rides through Bass Lake and
Pentwater and Dan, an avid outdoorsman, fell in love with
the area that had a river, a lake and Lake Michigan all in
one location," says Bev. The couple eventually bought a
house in Apache Hills, and "from 1987 until 2006 we were
weekenders and summer people," she explained. Since
their retirement, Dan and Bev have become members of
the PLA and Dan is also Vice President of the Service
Club. Bev currently serves as the President of the
Women's Club and chairs the Nurturing Committee at Centenary United Methodist Church. We are also grateful that
she shares her art, her craft, and her teaching talent with us
at the Artisan's Center every Thursday!
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PLA Board Resolution re Wind Turbines in Lake Michigan
Upon recognizing the opinion of the vast majority of
the Pentwater Lake Association membership regarding the proposed Aegir Wind Turbine Project in Lake
Michigan off Pentwater, the Board of the Pentwater
Lake Association has passed the following resolution:

is green. We don’t drill or mine in national parks,
we don’t drill off near-shore California or Florida,
we resist turning the Sonoma Desert into one big
solar array. We don’t allow industry to destroy our
air or water quality anymore in the name of progress. We shouldn’t allow our views to be deWe, the Board of Directors of the Pentwater Lake As- stroyed either. It can’t be considered environmensociation, are unanimously opposed to the Aegir
tally friendly to sacrifice one of the finest undisWind Turbine Project as proposed. We have conturbed views left in this part of the world for either
cluded that the project is not an equitable solution to
environmental or economic reasons. Economically,
our energy needs as much as a trade off of one set of we can’t imagine that we would risk trading the
problems for another. Given that this project’s busi- reputation this stretch of coast has of broad
ness plan is rooted in federal and state subsidies in
beaches, outstanding views, and world-class sunorder to provide electricity at competitive rates and is sets for one of a possible tourist pariah. Just having
also based on the “taking” of Lake Michigan assets
the perception out there that this area is one to
enjoyed by millions and held in public trust, for the
avoid could destroy one of our two economic mainbenefit of a private enterprise, we believe the prostays. The economic benefits to the community
posal is not a demonstration of progress in problem
from this project are highly unlikely to equal the
solving and is a poor tradeoff for our community.
economic risk and justify the environmental and
aesthetic loss we would face.
Wind power does have potential for diversifying our
energy supply in a minimally polluting manner, and
We do need to strongly pursue alternative energy
therefore is considered an environmentally friendly or options, but that doesn’t mean we have to accept
green energy source. But that certainly doesn’t mean every one that comes along with a green or sustainthat turning offshore Lake Michigan into an industrial able label. We owe it to ourselves to be picky and
zone, packing in large numbers of huge turbines so
careful, and to not jump on a bandwagon leading to
that our view is totally dominated by wind machines, regret.

OCEANA COUNTY SHERIFF ON PENTWATER LAKE
Patrolling activity during:
Hours spent patrolling:
Contacts with boats
for any reason:
Accidents:
Citations issued:
Warnings issued:
Search & rescue cases:

2009

2008

2007

2006

172

207

185

151

137
3
10
69
6

95
2
4
27
8

174
4
14

582
4
7

3
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Pentwater’s New Safety System
The Village of Pentwater received a stimulus grant from
the federal government to purchase equipment for the
Pentwater Public Video System. The system includes
five video cameras designed to provide information to
law enforcement should a serious accident or suspicious
incident occur within the Village. The five new unmonitored cameras are mounted on the Village Hall. One
camera is focused on the channel and rotates 360 degrees
to provide a panoramic view, a second on the marina and
fishing pier area, a third on the entry area to the township
offices, and the fourth and fifth will scan north and south
on Hancock Street.
These cameras will
be unmonitored and
videos will only be
looked at if information is needed
regarding an accident or suspicious
event. A committee
of five individuals
See the two dots where the arrow is pointing.
has been organized
These are the cameras that focus north & south on
and is in the process
Hancock.

of drafting a policy for how the system will function, what
the cameras will monitor, and when and how the video
clips will be viewed. This committee has developed a survey to obtain community input. The survey is available at
the U.S. Post Office, Cenzo’s, Good Stuff, The Brown Bear,
and The Antler Bar.

Police Department Facebook Site
Visit the Pentwater Police Department on Facebook for
state and local information. On the Facebook site Chief of
Police Laude Hartrum has made available links to state and
local agencies, information regarding local events, and upto-date traffic information.

New Police Advisory Committee
Chief of Police Laude Hartrum has also created a Village
Police Advisory Committee to give residents of Pentwater
an opportunity to provide suggestions, input, and advice
regarding community issues and concerns. If you are interested in being on the committee, please contact Chief
Hartrum by email: laude.hartrum@gmail.com; or phone:
869-4630. The Advisory Committee is in need of several
volunteers from the South Beach Area.

ON THE AGENDA
The board of the Pentwater Lake Association meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Village Hall.
The meetings are always open to our members.
January 19

The Board discussed various issues including the search for a new editor for the newsletter, the need to
monitor the offshore wind turbine proposal, the possible invasion of Asian carp into Lake Michigan.
Payment of $100 for renewal of the Association’s membership in the Michigan Waterfront Alliance was
approved.

February 18

Denny Powers of the Oceana County Board of Commissioners was present to listen to and participate in
discussion of the proposed offshore wind turbines. He advised that the County at that time had not
taken a position because it had not received a proposal on which to act, but that they plan to listen to all
sides of the issue and carefully consider the positives and negatives.
The PLA received a request for money from the Michigan Waterfront Alliance Legal Assistance Fund
which has been established to provide funds for filing amicus briefs or taking other legal steps in matters
relating to riparian rights. The board voted to send $100 for this fund.
We have also received a request from Goeff Hansen for money to help pay for filing an amicus brief to
seek closing the locks in Chicago to prevent Asian carp from entering the Great Lakes. The board voted
to give $500 for this purpose.

March 16

The Board again discussed the offshore wind turbine issue, and voted to take a position opposing the
proposed installation (see page 7).
The annual Michigan Lake and Stream Associations spring conference is being held this year in Lansing
on April 30-May 1. Board member Joe Primozich is planning to attend as our representative.
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BOATERS’ SAFETY CLASSES

Please use
Phosphorus Free Fertilizer

1st class: June 10-11
2nd class: July 8-9
3rd class: August 9-10
All three classes will be at the Pentwater Yacht Club from
8 am to noon each day. Attendance on both days is
required to meet the mandated eight hours of classroom
instruction. The instructor will be Sheriff’s Department
Marine Office Tim Simon.
The classes are free; all costs are shared by the Sheriff’s
Department, the Pentwater Yacht Club and the Pentwater
Sportsfishing Association. The classes are available to
everyone, residents and visitors, 12 years of age or older.

Excess nutrients can degrade freshwater quality. Phosphorus supplemented lawn fertilizers in particular have
often been identified as a prime source of excess nutrients that may lead to algae blooms and/or explosive
growth of aquatic plants in the lake.
In recent years, lawn care product companies have developed effective alternatives for riparians concerned
about their lake ecosystems. Many of these products
are now readily available at local retail outlets.

A certificate showing completion of a boating safety class
is required in Michigan for operators of personal watercraft who were born after 12/31/1978. Also, all youth 12
to 15 years of age are required to have completed a boating
safety class to operate unaccompanied any boat powered
by a motor of greater than six horsepower.
For additional information contact Don Van Zile by email
at dkvanzile@yahoo.net, or Tim Simon by phone at 231873-2121.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------Membership Application
PENTWATER LAKE ASSOCIATION
Membership Application
P.O. Box 825
Pentwater, Michigan 49449
Date
Applicant Name:

Spouse Name:

Local Address:
Street

City

State

Zip

City

State

Zip

Mailing Address:
Street

Phone(s): Local (

)

Mailing (

)

Email Address:
Dues:

Yearly Family Membership (one vote), from July 1 through June 30

$

25.00

Subscription to Michigan Riparian Magazine, published quarterly (optional) $8.00

$

.00

Total (Make check payable to Pentwater Lake Association, Inc.)

$

.00
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pentwater Lake Association
P.O. Box 825
Pentwater, MI 49449
Please send me ______ tickets ($16.00 each) for the Pentwater Lake Association Annual Dinner Meeting at St. Vincent’s Church on Friday,
June 25, 2010. (Appetizers at 6:00 - Dinner at 6:30 - Meeting about 7:15 – Program at 8:00).
My check in the amount of $________________ is enclosed.
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: (

)__________________

